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Historical Background

After Egypt, Iran has the highest number of land mines in the world. Mines
and Explosive remnants of Iran-Iraq war which lasted from 1980 to 1988 is scattered in the
west and southwest of the country causing death of many Iranian citizens. During the war, an
estimated 20 million landmines was placed throughout Iran’s border with Iraq, a region that
covers more than four million hectares.

As recent as 18 October 2013, seven school children in Marivan were injured by
mines whilst playing in a field. According to Kurdistan news agency, at the start of this
Iranian year, 17 civilians lost their lives or were maimed by landmines in an abandoned land
belonging to the military. 20 year old Ghazal and 14 year old Leyla, both from Sharifabad
village in the Quchi area of Orumiyeh Township, were killed because of the explosion of a
mine left in an abandoned police station for more than 20 years.!

According to the official statistics, in the west and southwest of the country, across the
1,100 kilometres of border line that Iran shares with Iraq, an area of about four million and
200 thousand hectares is contaminated by mines and explosive materials. The area covered by
landmines spans over five provinces including West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Kermanshah,
Ilam and Khuzestan and in particular in border cities like Khoramshahr, Susangerd, Bostan,
Mehran, Dehloran, Ghasr-e-Shirin- Hoveyzeh, Naftshahr, Sumar, Musiyan, Abadan, Ahvaz,
Andimeshk, Dezful, Shush, Gilan-e Gharb, Zahab, Dalaho, Pawah, Bamo, Nawsud and Sula-
Babagjani.’

Currently there are more than 3 acres of land in Iran infested with landmines, and there
are 10 to 15 million mines in the country despite the mine sweeping operations carried out by

the government.> Due to the large number of mines many agricultural lands have been left

! Bahar, 3 July 2013, http://baharnewspaper.com/News/92/04/12/14251.html
2 K. Ghoreyshi, Mine is viewed as a security issue in Kurdistan, Rooz Online, 25 September 2012.
3 M. Khansari, Iran is the Second Country which is Infested with Mines, Majaleh Farsi, 5 April 2013.
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unattended. There are many villages abandoned. For instance, during the 8 year war, both
sides carried out military operations against each other leading to the use of landmines in the
warzone. After the war ended in 1988, many efforts have been made to destroy the mines left
behind by the war but despite these efforts some areas in cities are still covered by lethal
mines. Over 18 villages on the route to Shalamcheh (Khuzistan province) have no inhabitants
and there are no agricultural or civic activities.*

According to a statement by Motavarzadeh, the representative of city of Khoramshahr in
the Majlis (Iranian Parliament), 12 kilometres of agricultural lands situated in Shalmcheh near
the Iran-Iraq borders is affected by mines which has restricted movement of people and land
owners.’

Kurdistan is the most affected area by landmines and undetonated ammunitions. The
reason for this was civil unrest of 1980-1993 between government forces and Kurdish
fighters. Reportedly, the Iranian Army planted unknown number of mines around their
barracks and compounds in many villages and cities in Kurdistan including Bukan and
Marivan in an attempt to prevent attacks.®

Although the conflict has ended, many of the mines are still live. They have been moved
by wind and rain which has made the cleaning process even more difficult. Kurdistan is a
mountainous region and lacks proper infrastructure and transportation system making a
simple commuting for farmers and villagers a life threatening exercise.

Landmines are not just a threat to human life but they also result in financial losses. “If,
according to the number of victims during 17 years (1988-2004), assume that an annual
average of 800 people were injured and supposing the current value of the potential yield loss
of each person is 800 million rials, then each year 640 billion rials of potential income of the

country is lost, solely due to mine-related accidents. Based on this assumption, every year

4 Eighteen Villages in Khoramshar Empty of Inhabitants, http://www.ghatreh.com/news/nn8255751
> Tbid
¢ http://www.jmu.edu/cist/journal/11.2/focus/kohli/kohli.shtml
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there are financial losses to the victims of landmines in Iran that are equivalent to 80 million

US dollars.”’
There are no accurate data on the landmines victims

The National De-Mining Centre (NDS) an affiliate of the country's Ministry of
Defence and Armed Forces Logistics in 1383 [ 2005] was given the task of undertaking mine-
clearing operations. According to the statement made by Omid Karimian, the representative
of people of Marivan and Sarvabad in Majlis, the mine-sweeping operations have been sub-
contracted to individuals and companies lacking the expertise and the equipment to carry out
the work.® So far, neither the NDS nor others similar organisations have been able to present
exact and independent statistics about the number of ordinary civilians or official mine-
sweepers and operatives who have been killed or injured by landmines.

In 1380 [2001/2002], the daily casualties from landmines were estimated to be around
2 to 2.2 people. These figures and statistics were confirmed by the Ministry of Defence and
the National De-Mining Centre. However, in recent years, official statements have been
issued claiming a reduction in the number of casualties and losses.

According to Brigadier General Mohammad Hossein Amirahmadi, Head of Iran's
National De-Mining Centre, “in the last three years, the number of people injured by mines
and other unexploded devices has dropped by 75 per cent, while the number of fatalities has
fallen by 88 per cent during the same period”. * Based on researches carried out in the border
region of western Iran, at least one person has been killed or injured by landmine from each
and every family.

Increasingly, victims of landmines are children. Due to lack of awareness and

appropriate education, they view mines as a toy, consequently, they are killed or suffer from

7 Bayazid, Mardookhi, http://vista.ir/article/230806 [based on 2006 exchange rate]
8 Majles News Agency, http://www.icana.ir/Fa/News/239157
% Isna, 22 July 2013, http://isna.ir/fa/news/92043119108
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horrific injuries such as loss of limb. According to the statistics issued by the Ministry of

Health, children constitute 40% of those who become disabled due to landmines. '’

The investigations conducted on the basis of the information received from existing
files at the Coroners in five border provinces reveal that number of people killed by
explosives between 1996 and 2007 were 677 individuals. According to the same data 648
persons (95.7%) were male and 29 persons (4.3%) female. Of these victims 74.7% had direct
contact with landmines and rest were killed by other explosives. Among those killed 245
(36.2%) were military personnel, 126 (18. 6%) shepherds, and 86 (12.7%) farmers, with the
rest being general public. Majority of those killed were between the age group of 16-20 and
the least number of those killed were in the rage of 81-85. Among those killed 625 individuals
(92.3%) died before reaching hospital and 52 (7.7%) died at the hospital.'! UN coordinator in

Iran announced that everyday 2 people (730 per year are killed or maimed by landmines.'?
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10 http://www.behzisti.ir/news/Show.aspx?id=789.

A, Ghorbani, M. Hassan Abedi, A. Barzegar and F. Taremiyan, « Epidemiology of injuries and death caused by
landmines and explosive remnants of Iran- Iraq war carried out during 1996-2007 in five border provinces of
Iran », Medical Magazine, No. 3, Autumn 2009.

12 Fars News Agency, http://www.farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=8501150474.
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Conflicting Statements by Officials

In 1385 [2006/2007], Mustafa Najjar, the Defence Minister of the time and the special
envoy of the President in mine-clearing operations, said that by the end of 1386 [2008], the
work on clearing mine-infested bases and regions in Kurdistan province will be completed.
Brigadier General Mohammad Hossein Amirahmadi, Head of Iran's National De-Mining
Centre, had previously stated that the operation for clearing mines would be completed by
2012. Based on his remarks “huge costs have been incurred for clearing 42,500,000 sq. meters
of mine-infested land and only 500 km of land remains infested which covers a large area”.
He also added the clearing operation of some areas such as Mehran and Dehloran with high

contamination are completed and the clearing of other areas will be completed in future.!?

Ministry of Defence and State Department announced the government had completed
clearing operation of mines in West Azerbaijan, Kermanshah and Kurdistan provinces.
However, according to Karimian the representative of people of Marivan and Sarvabad in
Majlis, there are still financial and economic losses to farmers and gardeners due to explosion
of landmines.'* In recent years the Ministers from Defence and State Department on
numerous occasions have issued different dates for completion of the operation but not only
this has materialised we still witness daily incidents in the mine-infested border areas.

According to remarks made by Brigadier General Mohammad Hossein Amir Ahmadi,
more than 4.2 million hectare of land infested with mines have been cleared. A short while
ago other officials and experts announced that if the mine-clearing operations proceeded at

this , it will take 50 years before Iran can be declared completely free from these sleeping

13 Mashreq, 7 April 2012, http://www.mashreghnews.ir/fa/news/109431/28.
14 http://vazeh.com/n-5432190, 23 December 2012.
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evils. Therefore, it seems that in addition to the pace and speed of the operation, the
application of sufficient care and attention is also highly important when it comes to the
process of mine-clearing. It is imperative to give correct and accurate information to the
people who live in the areas affected by landmines in order to reduce casualties and fatalities
caused by mines. Contradictory statements issued by officials on the extent of the mine-
clearing operations in affected areas of the country are misleading. The fact remains that the
available casualty figures and statistics clearly show that the danger of mines is very serious

for the inhabitants of the mine-infested regions.

Province Infested Areas Cleared up to end | Remaining Area in
(Acres) of 2010 (Acres) 2011 (Acres)
1 | Khzestan 1.500.000 1.483.796 16.204
2 | llam 1.700.000 1.657.129 42.871
3 | Kermanshah 700.000 679.966 20.034
4 | Kurdistan 150.000 149.880 120
5 | West Azarbaijan 150.000 149.547 453
Total 4.200.000 4.120.318 79.682




Message of the Head of Iran's National De-Mining Centre!s

” In the Name of God”

Message of Director of Islamic Republic of iran Mine Action Center On the occasion
“International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action”

Dear Colleague

Mines and explosives remnants of war affect the social, economic and environmental burden to the
countries are involved. Undoubtedly, everyone who is faced with this problem or have a role in the
contaminated area, it's important to understand correctly,

Planting more than 16/000/000 of mines and release millions of dust explosion in closed on Iranian soil
by Saddam Hussein during the eight-year war (Iran-lraq war from 1980 to 1988} in an area of over
42,000 square kilometers, Iran was considered a national challenge and years of pain and suffering that
has been inflicted on our people, So Iran has as a real landmine victim in the worid,

Transportation, by water transport, rusty mine , diversity of climate, sandy soil and harc mountains,...
the added difficulty clearing and the scope of impacts contaminations has beyond the province . Today
the serious efforts made by the government in collaboration with the Armed Forces and the companies
and NGOs and devotion of deminers that overall we could to clearance of significant part of the areas in
general level.

The simultaneously implementation mine risk education programms in collaboration with varicus
organizations including social welfare organization , The Red Crescent organization , International
Committee of the Red Cross progressing well and has considerable.

Mine Action Center in Iran commemorating this day, hoping to make serious efforts to remove or
reduce the real and practical conseguences of mines and ammunition in the world should be done.

Our ambition is world in peace and without of landmines and as our Defense Minister in a ceremony at
the international conference on humanitarian demining in the commemorative stamp this occasion

were published in April 2012: “The hope that Mine is not planted”

Carry out this difficult path Indebted devotion those who their lives for the removal and destruction of
landmines that endanger, So we congratulate this day to their and all activists cleanup in worldwide,

At the end of expressed that "Gone to sea knows the tragedies of storm “ , Islamic Republic of Iran
Mine Action Center is ready to share its experiences with other countries in world is affected to fulfill
the cur dreams.

Director of Islamic Republic of Iran Mine Action Center

Mohammad Hussein Amirahmadi



http://minefield.blogfa.com/tag/%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B2%D8%AF%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1

Why is the mine sweeping operation not progressing well?

The following attributes are clear reasons for the slow pace of the operation:
1. Absence of maps showing the location of the mines

Some of the mines in the Iranian territory have been laid by the Iraqi army for which
no maps have been provided in order to enable the Iranian government to clear them. The
government of Iraq is refusing to provide maps showing the locations of mines planted in
Iranian territory. Iraq claims such maps no longer exist due to recent political developments in
that country. Some mines were laid by Iran in order to defend its borders. The volunteer
forces (Basij) formed at the beginning of the revolution were sent to the frontlines to lay these
mines. They lacked adequate training and did not keep a record of the location of landmines.
After the passage of many years and as a result of constant climatic changes, particularly the
phenomenon of soil erosion, the mines have actually moved, or have descended deeper into
soil. These factors contribute to difficulties in locating landmines. In addition, it has not been
possible to clear mines in some areas of the country because these regions are submerged

under water.
2. Imposition of economic sanctions, and absence of advanced equipment

International sanctions against the Islamic Republic have prevented international
organisations from offering financial and technical assistance to Iran. To provide an example,
Iranian National De-Mining Centre has signed a memorandum of understanding and a
cooperation document with the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining
[GICHD], according to which, it was decided to provide software to facilitate cohesive

management of data and information by the Iranian National De-Mining. However, as a result



of the ongoing international sanctions, this software has not been made available to the

Iranian government. '
3. Absence of political will and resolve

Damages and costs resulting from the mines is very high. Death, injury, disability,
psychological problems, social and economic losses are among losses associated with
landmines. There are also general damages including economic costs, migration and
displacement, poverty, dissipation of national wealth and resources, changes in investment
priorities, popular discontent and local and regional crises.!” Therefore, governments must
have the will and the determination to clear the infested areas.

In the month of Bahman 1383 [January-February 2005], the Head of the Organization for
Combating against Smuggling Contraband Goods said that mines should be planted in the
borders as a method for counteracting the smuggling of contraband goods into the country.
This statement gave rise to objections by the Head of the HQ for Clearing Minefields and the
Mine Cleaning Collaboration Association.'® Farmers who are unable to work their land due
landmines, have had to look for alternative methods of making a living in a society where
provisions of social care is virtually non-existent. One increasingly popular but extremely
dangerous occupation is to become a Kulbar (border couriers). Iranian border guards open fire
indiscriminately on these lowly paid workers who have been forced into this path in order to
make ends meet in a harsh environment. Border couriers cross the border into neighbouring
countries on foot and return with goods carried on their shoulder. This return journey takes
days across the mountains in cold weather. If they are not killed by border guards, they have

endured cold and hunger, carried a heavy load on foot and are paid a small wage.

16 Keyhan, 8 April 2012, http://www.magiran.com/npview.asp?1D=2475487.
17 Bayazid, Mardookhi, http://vista.ir/article/230806
18 F. Hejrat, “Do not Awake Sleeping Mines” N. 776, July 2005.
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However, despite all this, there are still some people who believe that for various
reasons, for instance, fighting against smugglers, or for certain security considerations, which
by extension can include increased control of the region the Iranian state does not possess the
necessary political will and resolve to ensure all the affected parts of the country are
completely free from landmines. On 27 August 2009 the Deputy Governor-General of
Kurdistan confirmed the importance of the role of the Kurdish people in helping the
government to maintain sustainable peace and security in the region by stating that “the
revolutionary people of Kurdistan have restricted the ability of the enemies of the Islamic
Republic in the border area and any activities would not go unnoticed by the people and the
Islamic army”.!” This shows the treatment of mine by the government as a security issue in
Kurdistan. Some reports suggest that Iranian army have planted mines around their military
barracks and in Kurdish villages and water resources in the mountain to prevent Kurdish
armed guerrillas from accessing drinking water. Armin Ko6hli, an expert on landmines from
Geneva Call, a humanitarian organization dedicated to encourage armed Non-State Actors
(NSAs) to comply with the norms of international humanitarian law, claims that such
government action is due to an internal conflict between Iranian authorities and Kurdish
fighters that began shortly after the Islamic Revolution.?’ It is notwithstanding, all major
Kurdish political parties involved in armed conflict with the Iranian army in the past,
including Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, have signed the Geneva Call’s Deed of
Commitment for Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and for Cooperation in
Mine Action.The Iranian Government protested to Geneva Call for inviting Iranian Kurdish

movements to ratify the Deed of Commitment banning the use of anti-personnel mines.

19 War Continues in Kurdistan, http://www.ziryan.ir/NewsDetail.aspx?itemid=2641.
20 http://www jmu.edu/cisr/journal/11.2/focus/kohli/kohli.shtml

10


http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/11.2/focus/kohli/kohli.shtml

4- Poor performance by the government

Omid Karimian, the representative of Marivan and Sarvabad at the Majlis, stated “the
ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics, which are responsible for clearing mine-
infested areas have assigned this task to sub-contracting companies that either lack
competence or due to other reasons are not performing their job properly”. He further stated
that after the clearing of infested military barracks they must be handed over to State
Department. However, to date no announcement has been made that these areas have been
cleared of mines. To avoid responsibilities they blame the subsidence of land or rainy
conditions. This is despite the fact that they must identify larger areas beyond the parameters
of the barracks and take action for sweeping for mines to ensure the whole area is cleared.?!
Having said that most of the clearing operation have been in the oil fields, therefore, people of
residential areas and farmers still face the problem of hitting landmine.
Cost of producing a mine is around $2 and neutralization costs is more than $1000. It has
been estimated that for the sweeping operation of mine-infested areas a budget of 300 billion
dollars is required. This is in contrast to the fact that the annual budget allocated for sweeping
operations is a fraction of that figure.

If only small amount of annual income from oil exports were spent by the government
on the sweeping operation every year a great number of mines could be neutralized, which
means that within a short period of time, mountains, farmlands and villages and surroundings

could be cleared of mines.??
5- Restriction on the activities of NGOs
The Iranian government does not allow civil societies to operate to raise public

awareness concerning the dangers posed by mine explosions. In 2003 the Mine Cleaning

Collaboration Association, a NGO established by Dr. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Peace prize

21 Majlis News Agency, http://www.icana.ir/Fa/News/239157
22 Bayazid Mardukhi, /vista.ir/article/230806
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Laureate and some of her colleagues with the aim of informing the public with regards to the
danger of mine, educating and raising awareness of people in the mine infested areas,
provision of assistance to the victims and more importantly encouraging the government of
IRI to ratify the Ottawa Convention and suspension of mine production. Unfortunately, the
government did not tolerate the activities of this NGO and on 30 December 2008 ordered the
closure of this single Iranian non-governmental organization active in the campaign against
anti-personnel mine. Some years later, when Dr. Ebadi was forced to leave Iran due to
political pressure, she continued her work on landmines by establishing the Centre for
Supporters of Human Rights. This report is the result of a joint effort by this Centre with the
Association of Kurdistan Iran in Geneva.

Another problem is the reluctance of state media in coverage of news on the mine
issue due to the political and social situation prevailing in Iran. Consequently, people in other
parts of the country are less concerned with this issue and take no part in the campaign to

press the government to take action for sweeping landmines.

Steps to protect and support the victims of mines

In 1372 [1994], the Majlis approved a law that restored the payment of salaries or
benefits of war refugees or people who had decided to return to their homes in the war-torn
areas of the country but had become disabled as a result of coming into contact with explosive
materials.”> However, the implementation of this law faced difficulties in practice, and as a
result, the legislation had to undergo several amendments. Nonetheless, the situation of
salaries and benefits of the victims of mines is still unsatisfactory to the extent one can claim

that in reality, these victims are not receiving any kind of protection or support.

23 The full text of the law is available from: http://re.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/92295
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The Cabinet of Ministers in a meeting dated 25 December 1994 considered the
proposal dated 19 July 1994 by Ministry of Defence and Armed Forces Logistics and relied
on Article 7 of the above law to pass the implementation regulations.?* According to Article 1
those refugees or people who returned to war-torn or under reconstruction areas and were hit
by explosives such as grenade, mines and shells and were disabled or killed, could be eligible
to receive support and protection from Martyrs Foundation, The Oppressed Foundation or
Imam Khomeini Relief Committee upon decision made by the Commission established under
Article 2 of the Implementing Regulations.

According to Article 4 of the 1994 law (amended 25 August 2010) the authority responsible
for determining cases concerning death, disability, injury, anti-regime activists is the
Commission established according to the procedures of the Martyrs Foundations and War
Veterans Affairs which is made up of following persons:

1 - The Governor as the chairman

2 — Management of the Martyr Foundation and War Veterans Affairs

3 — The Head of the Intelligence Unit

4 - Commander of the Revolutionary Guards of the Islamic Revolution Corps

5 — Attorney General

6 — Commander of the border

7 — The Head of the Imam Khomeini Relief Committee

8 - Coroner®

As observed above, the Commission is made up of agents of the state appointed by the
state. Their duties are to defend interests of the government and to reduce government pay-
outs to mine victims. In addition, the law does not provide for legal procedures for defence

and protection of the rights of mine victims. In other words, the Commission makes decisions

24 The full text of the law is available from: http://re.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/115015
25 The full text of the law is available from: http://re.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/789070
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arbitrarily and without the presence of and consultation with the victim or his/her legal
representative.

Another problem for the victims is the prolonged process of investigation and
deliberation. As attested by the victims, the Commission takes a too long to convene and too
long to reach a decision. These delays are detrimental to the victims. More importantly, the
term zed-e engelab, "counter-revolutionary" which is set forth in Note 1 is not clear as what
revolution is and who is counter-revolutionary. After 34 years of 1979 revolution, inclusion of
the phrase zed-e engelab, is misused by government forces to deprive a large number of
victims of rightfully deserve

The fact that a person could prove injury or loss of life by mine should be sufficient
for compensation. The existence of other conditions are unreasonable and arbitrary. As an
example the requirement that the victim did not intentionally cause the incident or is not anti-
revolution has no legal justification. In practice, such allegations are difficult to prove or
disprove and denies the victim a right to a fair hearing. The board membership of this
commission is flawed and biased by virtue various official positions they hold. That is to say
that members of the commission are not best placed to defend the legal rights of the victims.

The civil responsibility of the government for clearing the mines and other war
installation after 25 years from the end of the war is self-evident. In case of inability to take
action due to sheer size of contamination the government should at least mark the areas
infested by erecting sign post and must utilise all public awareness tools at its disposal to
inform the residence of the dangers. The government is responsible to protect its citizens and
compensate in the event of physical injury and financial loss suffered as these landmines were
laid by the state or its affiliates or by the enemy.

One of the obstacles for enforcing the rights of victims is difference of opinion

regarding categorisation of victims as martyrs, as some believe that the word martyr refers to
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someone who acts voluntarily and goes to the battle field knowing that there is a risk of death.
Therefore, it is not appropriate to refer to persons who have become victims of post-war
incidents to be called a martyr. It should not be forgotten that in reality those injured by mine
incidents are victims of war and its consequences, and deserve compensation from the
government.

In addition, those injured by mines invariably face problems such as the high cost of
receiving medical treatment, as well as living with the consequences and effects of losing a
limb and living with a major disability.

More importantly, vast majority of the victims of mines are children. If as a result of their
encounter with mines they become disabled, they are likely to be deprived of normal physical
activities and this in turn is likely to bring about possible psychological and mental issues. It
is imperative that government makes provisions for the physical needs of victims by
facilitating medical treatment for their physical injuries as well as mental and psychological
needs. At the same time, the dependents of those who lose their lives must also be taken into

account. Efforts must be made to help alleviate the impact of tragedy of losing a loved one.

Ottawa Convention

The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, typically referred to as the "Ottawa
Convention" or "Mine Ban Treaty," seeks to end the use of Anti-Personnel Landmines (APLs)
worldwide. Governments commit to not using, developing, producing, acquiring, retaining,
stockpiling, or transferring APLs, which are defined by the treaty as mines "designed to be
exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a person and that will incapacitate, injure or

kill one or more persons."*® The member states of the Convention assist each other to clear

26 The Ottawa Convention at a Glance, http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/ottawa
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land infested mines and cooperation in the field of training and medical services. Iran is not a

party to this Convention.

Recommendations

Subsequent to the review and analysis of data and information from various sources
including academic research and NGO reports, the following recommendations must be
implemented by the Islamic Republic’s government in order to address the problem of

landmine victims.

General comments
e Circulation of information and training of local residence about mine-infested
areas;
e Installation of markings and warning signs for public safety
e Allocating sufficient funds for mine sweeping operation
e Engagement of advanced tools and experts in the field of mine detection
e Accession to the Ottawa Convention to benefit from the Convention

e The amendment of laws as mentioned above

Proposals for the reform of the law
e Replace some members of the Commission with those who are more familiar with the
areas and victims such as member of parliaments and lawyers of the victims
e From the date of completion of the case, the Commission should commence
investigation within 2 weeks and make a final decision

e Reduction of number the members of the Commission who hold similar posts
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e The amount of compensation to every mine victim should not be less than wages of
unskilled workers

e In addition to government’s civil responsibility to pay monthly wages to victims’ it is
also necessary to cover the costs of medical treatment. By the way of example, where
a person is involved in a car accident which results (for instance) in leg injury, the
guilty party is required to pay costs of medical treatment in addition to diyeh
(compensation) therefore, the government is responsible for both diyeh and disability

benefit to protect the victim’s right to life, guaranteed under the Constitution.

Conclusion

Mine clearance is a monumental and arduous task which cannot be underestimated. This
‘Sleeping Evil’ is designed to kill indiscriminately both in wartime and times of peace.
Government and other responsible institutions are expected to expedite the process of clearing
the mine-infested areas and provide victim support, whilst ensuring flow of information and
education to general public.

We must all consider this challenge as one which concerns and affects us all. We must make

every effort to ensure citizens in the affected areas are able to live in a safe environment.
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Kurdish Landmine Victim Testimonies

Father of three Mr. Kawa Shab Khoyee
from Mam Dirila village, near the town of
Sardasht, lost his left leg to a landmine

close to his village. He states four other

members of his family were also killed or

maimed by landmines: his uncle Mr. Ble was killed, another uncle Mr. Abdullah Hamazadeh
lost a hand while another member of his family, Mr. Hama Hosseini lost a limb. The state-
funded Janazbazan Foundation has refused to help him. He had to pay his own hospital
expenses. Currently, he receives 50,000 Tomans ($20) monthly as aid from Komiteh Emdad

(a social service organization).

Qasim Alayani, a young shepherd from
Malimosi/Sardasht, lost both legs while
taking care of his sheep. His family paid all |

his hospital expenses. He does not receive

any assistance from Janbazan Foundation.

He says there were no signs indicating landmines at the place where he lost his legs.

A woman lost her left leg six years ago
next to the border in Sardasht. Her hospital
expenses were paid by her family. She is

currently assisted by the Janbazan

Foundation.
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Farmer Mr. Khedir Hama from Wardi |
village/Sardasht lost his right leg in 1995
while returning home from working on his

field. He receives no assistance.

Mr. Abdullah Hassanzadeh from Basawi
village/Sardasht lost an eye and his left leg in =
1994 on the road between Wursak and *
Mazerlan villages. He paid his own hospital

expenses and receives no assistance.

Mr. Abbas Hamzayee from Buwré
village/Sardasht lost both hands and an eye
while getting water from a well in Giasarme

village.
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A shepherd from Jamaldin village/Sardasht
lost his right leg while trying to save his
friend from a landmine explosion. He paid

his own hospital expenses.

A farmer from Tijalee village/Sardasht and
father of four, Mr. Kawa Sherakhoni lost
both hands and an eye in 1991 while

working his land. Mr. Sherakhoni received

aid from Janbazan Foundation for the first
five years. He reports there were no signs near his lands and village indicating the presence of

landmines.
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